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Preliminary sampling program sites are: RAAF Base 
Townsville, RAAF Base Richmond, RAAF Base 
Amberley, RAAF Base Edinburgh, RAAF Base Wagga, 
RAAF Base Tindal, RAAF Base Darwin, HMAS 
Creswell/Jervis Bay Range Facility, Holsworthy 
Barracks, Robertson Barracks, Bandiana Military Area, 
HMAS Cerberus and Garden Island HMAS Stirling. 
 
Preliminary sampling is limited to selected public and 
private bores and open water courses in the vicinity of 
the base. 
 
Its purpose is to understand if PFOS and PFOA are 
present on, or in the vicinity of, the base. Subject to what 
is found, a detailed site investigation may follow. 
 
If so, the investigation will be undertaken in accordance 
with the National Environment Protection (Assessment 
of Site Contamination) Measure (NEPM) framework.  
 
 
How long will it take? 
 
Preliminary sampling will be completed by the end of 
July 2016. 
 
A timeline for the conduct of detailed environmental 
investigations (if required) will not be known until the 
results of preliminary sampling have been confirmed.   
 
 
How will I get updates? 
 
Defence will provide updates on the preliminary 
sampling program on the website listed below. 
 
 
Where can I get more information?  
 
Phone:  1800 987 618 (business hours, free call) 
Defence website: www.defence.gov.au/id/PFOSPFOA  
 
Media enquiries should be directed to Defence Media 
Operations on (02) 6127 1999 or media@defence.gov.au 

 
 

About PFOS and PFOA  
 
Aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) containing 
perfluorooctane (per-floo-row-ok-tane) sulfonate  
(sul-fon-ate) (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic  
(per-floo-row-ok-tan-oh-ik) acid (PFOA) was once used 
extensively worldwide and within Australia due to its 
effectiveness in fighting liquid fuel fires.  
 
These compounds were also used across Australia and 
internationally in a range of common household 
products and specialty applications, including in the 
manufacture of non-stick cookware; fabric, furniture and 
carpet stain protection applications; food packaging and 
in some industrial processes. 
 
As a result, most people living in developed nations will 
have levels of PFOS and PFOA in their body. 
 
PFOS and PFOA are emerging as a concern around the 
world because they are persistent in the environment. 
They are classified as ‘emerging contaminants’ which 
means there is limited information about their impact. 
 
Defence no longer uses the old foams containing PFOS 
or PFOA as active ingredients. The AFFF product now 
used by Defence is more environmentally safe. 
 
According to the Environmental Health Standing 
Committee (enHealth) Perfluorinated Chemicals 
Guidance Statements released on 16 March 2016, there 
is currently no consistent evidence that exposure to 
PFOS and PFOA causes adverse human health effects.  
 
However, because these chemicals persist in humans and 
the environment, enHealth recommends that human 
exposure to these chemicals is minimised as a 
precaution. 
 
 
What is Defence doing? 
 
Defence has been proactive in initiating an 
environmental program to investigate the extent and 
levels of PFOS and PFOA on, and in the vicinity of, some 
of its bases around Australia.  
 
As well as a number of detailed environmental site 
investigations already underway, a preliminary sampling 
program has commenced.   
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